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Earnest Admonitions
Consider Jesus, the Apostle and High Priest
of our confession (Hebrews 3:1, NASB).
The letter to the Hebrews contains the longest sustained
argument of any book in the Bible. Employing a careful and
closely-knit discussion, the author moves with confidence
step by step through an elaborate proof of Christianitys
preeminence over Judaism. The recipients of the letter were
wavering in their Christian faith and returning to their former
Jewish beliefs and practices because of the pressure of outward trial and opposition (Hebrews 2:1, 3:12, 4:11, 5:12,
6:6, 10:23,25,29).
At frequent and appropriate places within the theological
discussion the author inserts earnest admonitions based on
the argument in the preceding section (Hebrews 2:1-4, 3:74:13, 5:11-6:20, 10:19-39, 12:23-29). The purpose of the letter emerges in Chapter 2:1, which tells us that the Hebrew
Christians were wavering.
For this reason we must pay closer attention to what we
have heard, lest we drift away from it (Hebrews 2:1). The
theme throughout the letter is that Christ, in every way, is
superior and sufficient.

 Hebrews chapts. 1-4  Christ is superior in his person
 Hebrews 1:1  He is better than the prophets
 Chapters 1-2  Better than angels
 Chapter 3  Better than Moses
 Chapter 4  Better than Joshua, better than the Sabbath, and better than all other priests.

The epitome of the argument is reached in Hebrews
4:14-16. The thought is that since Jesus is better than all
these, we need not drift. We can turn to our high priest who
understands the pressures, trials, opposition, perplexities,
and suffering.
One of the key words in the epistle is therefore, which
occurs fifteen times. As we focus our attention on Hebrews
chapter four, we come face to face with certain earnest
admonitions and solemn resolves to which the apostle
would strenuously bind us. All of these earnest admonitions
begin with Let us.

LET US FEAR

Let us therefore fear, lest a promise being left us of
entering into his rest, any of you should seem to come short
of it (Hebrews 4:1).
The word therefore in Hebrews 3:17-19 refers to an
evil example of the failure of the people to reject the report
of the evil spies who had surveyed the land of Canaan.
Although this had occurred centuries before, the apostle
will not allow history to be wasted upon us (Numbers 13:3014:10, 14:23, 24,29-31). In effect the apostle says, See
what befell our fathers in the wilderness? Observe what
unbelief did for them (Hebrews 3:17-19).
Unbelief blinds the eyes, dulls the imagination, and stupefies the conscience. Unbelief is not necessarily defiance
or open hostility to divine revelation or requirement. There
is a condition of mind which is neither hostile nor loyal.
That condition may be described as largely neutral, mainly
indifferent, lukewarm, complacent. It may be a simple
negation of attitude as to conviction and duty.
This concept is specially suitable and timely for the
Laodicean Church at this part of the age where there are
scriptural warnings to the nominal Christian who is neither
wholeheartedly nor really committed to the Lord, where
the spirit of the world was not kept out of the church. These
are buying peace by compromise. They are self-absorbed,
self-satisfied, prosperous, often wealthy, and physically at
ease. All this leads to these results: indifference, complacency, lukewarmness. These, in turn,
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how he may, he will never reap the harvest of his own industry, and what do we find? At once we quell the courage
which would have enabled him to expend his best powers
upon his immediate work. How important it is that we
encourage, and not discourage, by our words and activities.
The only way in which we can affect tomorrow is by living wisely today. Today is the seed time; tomorrow will be
the harvest we reap. There is a sense in which tomorrow is
quite in our own hands. That is in the sense of sowing the
field of today with wisdom and prudence so that we shall
have no fear of tomorrow bringing forth a poor harvest. Thus
we are to take our moments one by one to be used for the
glory of the Giver.
Christians may be taunted that they are always watching,
or praying, always carrying a melancholy and overpowering
cross. In a sense that is quite true, but Christ always accompanies the discipline with an infinitely gracious promise. Take my yoke upon you and learn of me ... and ye shall
find rest unto your souls (Matthew 11:29). Where I am,
there ye shall be also (John 14:3).
The Apostle Paul writes and speaks with the same high
tone. Endure hardness as a good soldier of Jesus Christ
(2 Timothy 2:3). We should expect to suffer the evils of
affliction and patiently endure them. The life of a soldier is a
life of hardship, exposed to numberless hazards and dangers. Let us not become weary. Consider what the Lord
faithfully endured of opposition (R4804:1, Hebrews 12:3,4).
If we suffer, we shall also reign with him (2 Timothy
2:12). If we know the fellowship of his sufferings, we shall
also realize the power of his resurrection (Philippians 3:10).
The sufferings mentioned here are those that we bring on
ourselves through faithfulness to our covenant (Romans
8:17, R5117:4). The willingness to suffer is the covenant of
sacrifice that we make with our Lord (Psalm 50:5, R5108:4).
We need to keep our spiritual armor bright (Ephesians
6:10-18). We suffer not only for Christ, but with Christ, and
suffering with him, we forget our suffering in our already
dawning day of rest.

Indifference is antagonistic to the spirit of consecration,
of self-sacrifice, and enthusiasm. And that is what we may
see today!
Unbelief has no rest. Unbelief shuts out all its victims
from the joy and peace of heaven. We must hold to a positive, definite, all-conquering faith. At the same time, we are
to be alert, always remembering that it is just possible that
for want of a keener vigilance we may miss great opportunities of entering into the wealth and joy and heaven of rest
beyond the veil (Hebrews 6:19).
LET US THEREFORE FEAR, LEST ...

There is always something about which to be reverently
anxious. We are not to be anxious to such an extent that
anxiety turns itself into unbelief. Rather, we are to be anxious in an intelligent, devout, expectant sense. We are to
guard well our inheritance in Christ Jesus. The reason given
for this exhortation is historical. If other men have failed
through unbelief, why may not we also fail? Failure of belief
is failure of the New Creature.
LET US LABOR

Let us therefore labor to enter into that rest, lest any
man fall after the same example of unbelief (Hebrews 4:11).
Labor implies every exertion of body and mind that can
be made. Let us earnestly strive  since there is a rest 
for the actual rest of the perfected condition. This attainment is worth all our efforts (R2534:5). Many have failed to
reach this rest because of their unbelief.
We do well to recognize that there is a danger that we
may fail of it also. Let us give all diligence, striving earnestly that we may enter into it. The apostle will not allow
us to escape the privilege and the joy, nor the drudgery and
pain of discipline. Only the laborer really knows the meaning of rest. Labor is an aspect of belief as certainly as it is an
object of prayer.
Strive to enter in at the strait gate ... narrow is the way
[of laying down our lives in sacrifice] that leadeth unto life
(Luke 13:24, Matthew 7:13,14, A212, R5871, 5245:2,
2773:2).
The righteousness of the kingdom involves self-sacrifice
at every step. Multitudes would never face this. But it must
be faced, else the consequences would be fatal.
This divides men into two classes: many, who will follow
the path of self-indulgence, end where it might; and the few,
who above everything else, take the way that leads to glory,
honor, immortality at whatever the cost (Romans 2:7).
Hopeless labor is the worst kind of slavery. Permit a man
to feel that at the end of his labor he will reap a worthy
harvest, and then the storm and the darkness of seed time
will be part of his blessing. However, tell a man that, labor

LET US HOLD FAST

The Apostle Paul, having given us the exhortations Let
us fear and Let us labor, gives us another, Let us hold
fast: Seeing then that we have a great high priest, that is
passed into the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold
fast our confession (Hebrews 4:14). This is also a logical
term. The word therefore is commonly translated then,
but it does in fact literally mean We have [therefore] a great
high priest (as per the Wilson, Marshall, and Kingdom Interlinear Diaglotts, NEB, NIV, CJB (David Stern), NWT, Douay).
Therefore is here in all the effect of its logical pressure, for this is a formal argument. Because we have certain possessions, we are to strive after still further advantages. Having the living Savior, we are not to be content
until we have realized all the blessings of his salvation. We
are to secure, and trade in, our Lords talents and pounds
(Matthew 25:14-30, Luke 19:11-27). Seeing then resumes
the argument of Hebrews 2:17,18, 3:1,6.
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The apostle argues that, among other causes,
it was necessary for Jesus Christ to partake of
the human nature and be exposed to trials, persecutions, and various sufferings, so that he might
the better enter into the feelings of those that he
would succor  those who are afflicted and sorely
tried for loyalty to God, loyalty to the principles
of righteousness, loyalty to the truth, and loyalty
to divine methods (R4970:3, 5030:2). We must
not expect to escape temptations, trials, difficulties, perplexities, or sufferings, because only
through these can we be developed and perfected
in character (R3715:6, R450:1).
A state of suffering disposes persons to be compassionate, and those who endure most afflictions
are they who feel most for others. But in sympathy, Christ adapts himself to each with the peculiar nature of that single individual. Though he is
at the Fathers right hand, and now possesses the
divine nature, he has not wavered in his affection
for us. Jesus said in Gethsemane, my soul is
exceeding sorrowful, even unto death: tarry ye
here and watch with me (Matthew 26:38).
This shows his desire in his day of suffering for the sympathy of those whom he loved, so he now gives his suffering people his sympathy. We see a beautiful picture of this
in the type (Exodus 28:29). Aaron always carried the names
of the twelve tribes in the breastplate of judgment on his
heart, when he entered into the most holy for a memorial
before God. So, in the antitype, our great high priest does
likewise (Hebrews 9:24).

Come boldly before the throne of grace

He is great, as being the Son of God, higher than the
heavens (Hebrews 7:26), the antitype of the Levitical high
priest. But more than this, he is also a high priest after the
order of Melchizedek (Hebrews 7:21, R1101:1, T26). In
Hebrews 4:14 (RV), let us note that he has passed through
(not into) the heavens. Those heavens were the veil which
our high priest passed through into the immediate presence
of God; just as the Levitical high priest passed through the
veil into the holy of holies (Leviticus 16:14-17). Neither
Moses nor Joshua could bring us into this rest. But Jesus,
our forerunner, does bring his people into the heavenly
rest.
Hold fast is the opposite of let ... slip (Hebrews 2:1),
and fall away (Hebrews 6:6).
Hebrews 3:1 describes Jesus Christ as the apostle and
high priest of our confession. Again, in Hebrews 10:23, he
says, Let us hold fast the confession of our faith, without
wavering. The action to which the apostle calls us is strenuous. We are to lay hold of the Kingdom of God tightly, with
both hands. If we do not hold fast our confession, the enemy will take it away from us. This will not necessarily be
by violence, but little by little, almost imperceptibly, until in
some hour of special trial we discover, to our horror, that
our strength has been sapped and overthrown.
For we have not an high priest that cannot be touched
with the feeling of our infirmities; but was in all points
tempted like as we are, yet without sin (Hebrews 4:15).
Here we have the motive for holding fast our confession, and that is the sympathy and help we may expect
from our high priest. Though great (verse 14), he is not
above caring for us. He sympathizes with us in every temptation, experiencing the hardships of this life: hunger, thirst,
weariness, and grief (Isaiah 53:1-10).

LET US THEREFORE COME BOLDLY

But let us ask, Arent these disciplinary and military injunctions; to fear, to labor, to hold fast? Is this not a severe
strain upon the nervous system? It might be so if the exhortations ended here, but last of all the apostle comes in
with the very source of our strength and capability, in Hebrews 4:16. We are not left to ourselves. We are not spending a strength at once limited and begrudged.
Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace,
that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of
need (Hebrews 4:16).
We are to approach boldly and confidently. The allusion to
the high priest and his office on the day of atonement is
here kept up, for the approach refers to the kapporeth
(Strongs 3722, 3727), the propitiatory or mercy seat.
Here the apostle shows the superiority of the privileges
of Christianity above Judaism, for there only the high priest,
and he with fear and trembling, was permitted to approach,
and that not without the blood of the victim. And if in anything he transgressed, he might be expected to be struck
with death.
The throne of grace in heaven answers to the propitiatory or mercy seat, but to this throne all may approach with
confidence in time of need through our great high priest
3

Jesus Christ who fully satisfied the claims of divine justice
(R5966:4, QB 709:1). Mercy refers not to original sin but
mercy to our daily trespasses of ignorance and weakness,
without which there is no holding fast our confession, no
possibility of entering into Gods rest (R4354:2, 5103:4,
5089:3, 4898:5, 4615:5)
We are to boldly enter in time of need, that is seasonably,
before we are overwhelmed by temptations. The throne of
grace is a throne of favor, privilege, strength, help, counsel,
direction, support for the various experiences and trials of
life, always with abundant and everlasting mercy.
If we have been fearing, laboring, holding fast, we shall
be prepared to come in prayer with confidence to the source
of divine energy. The object of prayer is to find grace, in
other words, to find forgiveness, comfort, assurance that
the divine power is at our disposal.
Every time is a time of need. Life is one cry of necessity
or of pain. While every time is a time of need, there are
undoubtedly times of special necessity, times of agony, supreme hours in which we need all the fullness of God. That
throne is not an occasional resting place to be seen only
now and then. It is established forever and is accessible at
all times, day and night. The throne of grace was set up to
meet the time of need, and in all the history of the consecrated Christian heart it has never been known to fail.
Let us therefore come boldly, let us hold fast, let us labor,
and let us fear.
 Br. David Skein

When we see forever
and ever, it is usually literally, for the ages of the
ages. Only in Revelation
14:11 is it literally, for
ages of ages. And only in
Hebrews 1:8 is it for the
age of the age, to which
the Septuagint Greek also
agrees. This latter might
mean just the thousandyear kingdom of Christ, as
if to mean for the Greatest Age (prior to the
Eternal Kingdom of God).
Or it may mean the Greatest Age of the seventh
Jesus, now enthroned with God
creative day.
Bruce M. Metzger,
A Textual Commentary on the Greek New Testament, 2nd Edition (1998, page 592), unintentionally improves the case for
reading is of his kingdom.
Although the reading autou (Strongs 847, translated of
self), which has early and good support (papyrus 46, Codex Siniaticus, Codex Vaticanus 1209), may seem to be preferable because it differs from the reading of the Old Testament passage that is being quoted (Psalms 45:7, which is
Septuagint 44:7), sou, translated thine or of you, to
which, on this point of view, presumably the mass of New
Testament witnesses have been assimilated, a majority ...
was more impressed (a) by the weight and variety of the
external evidence supporting sou, and (b) by the internal
difficulty of construing autou (translated of self).
Thus, if one reads autou, the words ho theos (the God)
must be taken, not as a vocative (an interpretation that is
preferred by most exegetes), but as the subject (or predicate nominative), an interpretation that is generally regarded
as highly improbable.
Even if one assumes that kai (translated and), which
is absent from the Hebrew and the Septuagint of the Psalm,
was inserted by the author with the set purpose of making
two separate quotations, with verse 8a in the second person
and 8b in the third person, the strangeness of the shift in
persons is only slightly reduced.
The interpretation ... preferred by most acknowledges
that the choice is significantly driven by theology. It is
perhaps significant that the only three manuscripts we
have prior to AD 400 read inconveniently for trinitarians,
while all those later than the century of controversy read
tolerably to that theology. Nevertheless, there is as yet
no proof positive of a willful falsification, only an evidential
suspicion.
One might add, as does Lonzo Pribble, Theology Simplified (2009), that the following verse also weighs against the
O God translation, when it says to the Son, God, thy God,
hath anointed thee.
 Br. James Parkinson

Thy Throne is the Throne
of God Forever and Ever
Hebrews 1:8 reads, but of the Son he saith, Thy throne,
O God, is forever and ever; and the sceptre of uprightness
is the sceptre of thy kingdom (ASV text).
Or, but of the Son he saith, Thy throne is God
forever and ever; and the sceptre of uprightness is the
sceptre of thy kingdom (ASV margin).
When taken out of context, the Greek of this first clause
is grammatically ambiguous. However, its construction is
parallel to the next clause, And the scepter of uprightness
is the scepter of thy kingdom.
The three oldest manuscripts alone have of his kingdom. Later manuscripts do not. Another suggested reading is, And the scepter of uprightness, O scepter, is of thy
kingdom!
Noting that there is no explicit verb in the Hebrew or
Greek of either Psalm 45:6 (44:7 Septuagint) or Hebrews
1:8, perhaps the best translation would be, Thy throne is
the throne of God forever and ever; And the sceptre of uprightness is the sceptre of thy kingdom. This reading would
seem to be consistent with Revelation 3:21, as I also ... sat
down with my Father in his throne.
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Two Views of Atonement

Naturally, there had not yet been any 'day of atonement,
for there had been no completed tabernacle and no official
priesthood. So it was necessary to purge the nation from sin
(typically, of course) as the very first duty of the priests.
And Moses said unto Aaron, Go unto the altar and ... make
an atonement for thyself and for the people ... as the Lord
commanded (Leviticus 9:7).
The service of atonement recorded in this 9th chapter
of Leviticus occurred on the 8th day of Nisan, the first
month of the year. It was never repeated again since by the
10th day of the 7th month the annual day of atonement
arrangement applied
for the typical purging
of sin.
Both the ceremonies in the 9th chapter
of Leviticus and the
16th chapter were for
the express purpose of
making atonement for
the nation of Israel. We
would ordinarily expect that the ceremonies would be identical.
But in fact they were
quite different. Why
A Bullock for a Sin Offering
should this be? We suggest that it is because the atonement work is being described
from two quite different viewpoints.

And this shall be a statute forever unto you; in the
10th day of the 7th month ... to make an atonement
for the children of Israel for all their sins once a year
(Leviticus 16:29,34).
The Hebrew word rendered atonement means to
cover. Strong says it appears in various forms including
the words cleanse, disannul, forgive, be merciful, pardon,
purge, reconcile.
It is wonderful to see what a grand arrangement the Israelites received from God compared to the superstitious
Egyptians. He gave them a beautiful place of worship, a
priesthood to carry out the duties of worship, and a law or
code of conduct that raised them morally and physically
above their heathen neighbors. What they might not have
known is that with the receiving of the law, they also became aware of how easy it was to disobey it and come under
the influence of sin: Therefore by the deeds of the law there
shall no flesh be justified in his sight, for by the law is the
knowledge of sin (Romans 3:20).
As individual Israelites realized their need for forgiveness when they sinned, they were to bring a sacrifice to the
tabernacle according to the rule and regulations of the law.
But on the 10th day of the 7th month, there was a great
national time of atonement when the nation was made right
with God. This was such a serious matter that this was the
only annual day of fasting according to the law. It shall be a
sabbath of rest unto you, and ye shall afflict [Hebrew, fast]
your souls by a statute forever (Leviticus 16:31). Wherefore have we fasted, say they, and thou seest not? wherefore have we afflicted our soul, and thou takest no knowledge? Is it such a fast that I have chosen? a day for a man to
afflict his soul? (Isaiah 58:3,5).

ATONEMENT CEREMONIES

There is no question that this entire arrangement was
meant to teach us important lessons. It was not just an empty
annual ceremony. It was to show us what was important in
God's sight.
For every high priest taken from among men is ordained
for men in things pertaining to God, that he may offer both
gifts and sacrifices for sins. And no man taketh this honour
unto himself, but he that is called of God, as was Aaron. So
also Christ glorified not himself to be made an high priest
(Hebrews 5:1,4,5).
So we see that Christ is the reality of the high priest in
the atonement sacrifices. And the underpriests, Aaron's sons,
picture those who walk in the footsteps of Jesus, the church.
The time of sacrifice is the Gospel Age, to be followed by a
time of blessing in the Millennial Age. So we must recognize that the Day of Atonement really pictures what has been
happening since the time of Christ. The next age is pictured
in all the other days of the year.

How long did it take to construct the Tabernacle and
establish this mode of worship? Less than a year! When
the Israelites left Egypt, they were told: This month shall
be unto you the beginning of months (Exodus 12:2).
It was the third month that Moses went up into Mount
Sinai to talk with God, to receive the law, and the instructions for the building of the Tabernacle. And by the end
of that first year, the construction was complete. And it
came to pass in the first month in the second year, on the
first day of the month that the tabernacle was reared up
(Exodus 40:17).
LEVITICUS 8

Without a priesthood to minister in the service of the tabernacle, it would not benefit the people. So in the 8th chapter of Leviticus we read about the ceremonies associated
with inducting Aaron and his sons into the priesthood. It
took one full week. And ye shall not go out of the door of
the tabernacle of the congregation in seven days until the
days of your consecration be at an end: for seven days shall
he consecrate you (Leviticus 8:33).

WHERE DID THE CEREMONIES TAKE PLACE?

In both the 9th and 16th chapters, the animals were killed
in the court and parts of the animals were burned on the
brazen altar. In both cases parts of the animals were burned
outside the camp. But in the 9th chapter there is nothing
that takes place in the holy or most holy, the tabernacle
proper. (Exception: at the very end of all the sacrificing, we
5

the blood at the bottom of the altar (Leviticus 9:8,9). Clearly,
it was the brazen altar that received the blood of the sacrificed sin offering. But that is not what happens when we get
to the 16th chapter:
And he shall take of the blood of the bullock and sprinkle
it with his finger upon the mercy seat eastward and before
the mercy seat shall he sprinkle of the blood with his finger
seven times (Leviticus 16:14). This bringing in of the blood
into the most holy is an important part of the symbolism of
the atonement sacrifice. The blood was also sprinkled on
the incense altar:
And he shall go out unto the altar that is before the LORD
and make an atonement for it; and shall take of the blood of
the bullock and of the blood of the goat and put it upon the
horns of the altar round about. And he shall sprinkle of the
blood upon it with his finger seven times and cleanse it and
hallow it from the uncleanness of the children of Israel
(Leviticus 16:18,19).
Now it might seem that this is the brazen altar, but it is
not. When the incense altar was constructed, instructions
were given to hallow it once a year with the blood of sin
offering. And Aaron shall make an atonement upon the
horns of [the incense altar] once in a year with the blood of
the sin offering of atonements; once in the year shall he
make atonement upon it throughout your generations: it is
most holy unto the Lord (Exodus 30:10).

Activities on the Day of Atonement

read, And Moses and Aaron went into the tabernacle of the
congregation and came out and blessed the people
(Leviticus 9:23).
WHO DOES THE SACRIFICING?

The 9th chapter opens with Moses summoning Aaron,
his sons, and the elders of Israel As the chapter goes along
we see that the sons have a part in the ceremonies.
And the sons of Aaron brought the blood unto him
(Leviticus 9:9).
In the 16th chapter there is only Aaron. Moses has no
part, the sons are not mentioned, and there are no elders
of Israel. There is incidental mention of someone to handle
the scapegoat and the burning of hide, hoofs, and dung outside the camp.

PEOPLE'S SIN OFFERING

In the 9th chapter of Leviticus Aaron received one goat
for a sin offering for the people. In the 16th chapter he received two goats. However, only a single goat was killed
and sacrificed in both chapters. The second goat in chapter
16 is called the scapegoat and after having had the sins of
the people confessed over it, it was led out into the wilderness and it was not heard from again.

WHAT TYPES OF SACRIFICES ARE MADE?

Both the 9th and 16th chapters require a sin offering and
burnt offering for Aaron and his house, and a sin offering
and burnt offering for the people. The animals for these
four offerings were the same for both sin offerings and for
the burnt offering for Aaron and his house. But in Leviticus
9 there is a bullock offered in addition to the Leviticus 16
ram as a burnt offering for the people.
We notice that Leviticus 9 talks about three offerings
never mentioned in Leviticus 16.
Leviticus 9:17  And he brought the meal offering and
took an handful thereof and burnt it upon the altar.
Leviticus 9:18  He slew also the bullock and the ram
for a sacrifice of peace offerings which was for the people.
Leviticus 9:21  And the breasts and the right shoulder Aaron waved for a wave offering before the Lord.

BLESSING OF THE PEOPLE

Two blessings are recorded in chapter 9. No blessing is
recorded in chapter 16. And Aaron lifted up his hand toward the people and blessed them and came down from offering of the sin offering and the burnt offering, and peace
offerings. And Moses and Aaron went into the tabernacle of
the congregation and came out and blessed the people: and
the glory of the L ORD appeared unto all the people
(Leviticus 9:22,23).
Sacrifice for atonement occurs during the Gospel Age.
The world receives a kind of blessing from Jesus and the
church class. But the real blessing comes after the head
and body go into the tabernacle and then return to bless
the people. The glory of the Lord  probably lightning
 then came out of the protecting cloud and consumed the
burnt offering (verse 24).

WHAT HAPPENED TO THE BLOOD?

WHY THE DIFFERENCE?

Aaron therefore went unto the altar and slew the calf of
the sin offering which was for himself. And the sons of Aaron
brought the blood unto him and he dipped his finger in the
blood and put it upon the horns of the altar and poured out

These are the major differences. Perhaps you can find
more. We must therefore ask, Why should these differences
exist? Let us suggest that there are two viewpoints of the
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sacrifices which occur during this Gospel Age: (1) Our viewpoint in chapter 9, from the standpoint of the flesh. (2) Gods
viewpoint as described in chapter 16.

God's viewpoint of our consecration is nicely shown in
16:12 with the words and his hands full of sweet incense
beaten small. Again there is no measure, simply all we can
give. This incense is described with the blood of the bullock
representing Jesus. Although it is not repeated with the
Lords goat, the principle does apply. We give all we can, as
Jesus gave all he could.

WHERE DID THE CEREMONIES TAKE PLACE?

We see each other in the court condition and we understand about the stench of the sacrifice outside the camp.
But the incense altar and mercy seat are something that
only God appreciates. So the 16th chapter shows us how
the value of the sacrifice in the court is brought into the
very presence of God in the Most Holy with incense.
Instead of a bloody thing, it is a sacrifice of sweet savour
to Him.
WHO DOES THE SACRIFICING?

In the 16th chapter only Aaron is mentioned. God sees
only Christ as the high priest and the church as this high
priests body members. But we see Jesus as our high priest
and elder brother and ourselves as under priests  chapter
9. The elders only briefly mentioned at the start of chapter 9 might well picture the ancient worthies whose faithfulness we recognize as though they were sacrificing right
with us:
For by [faith] the elders obtained a good report. Wherefore seeing we also are compassed about with so great a
cloud of witnesses (Hebrews 11:2, 12:1).

The Tabernacle, into which the blood was brought in Leviticus 16

WHAT HAPPENED TO THE BLOOD?

We see in Leviticus 9 the blood of sacrifice cleansing the
brazen altar, to sanctified it for use. In Leviticus chapter 16,
it is the incense altar that is sanctified. And applying of the
life of the animal represented in its blood upon the mercy
seat in the Most Holy satisfies God's justice so that atonement is made. But this occurs only from God's viewpoint.

WHAT TYPES OF SACRIFICES?

The sin offering was required to effect the atonement.
The burnt offering showed Gods acceptance of the sin
offering.
But in Leviticus 9 we have the meal, peace, and wave
offering. These three offerings all show our consecration
from three perspectives. From Leviticus 9's perspectives,
we see

WHY TWO GOATS?

We do not perceive any difference between those walking in the footstep of Jesus. So we have just one goat as a sin
offering for the people in Leviticus 9. But God, who can read
the heart, sees that not all who present themselves in sacrifice are truly willing to carry out the terms and conditions of
that covenant. So in Leviticus 16 there are two classes:
Church and Great Company. One willingly is sacrificed like
their Lord and Master; the other is delivered unto Satan for
the destruction of the flesh, that the spirit might be saved
(1 Corinthians 5:5).

Meal  The high priest 'took a handful and burnt it on
the altar (Leviticus 9:17). Verse 4 says it was mingled
with oil. Notice that no measure was specified. Each person gave what was appropriate for him  a handful. The
Companion Bible says the meal offering was a present, or
gift offering. The oil would represent the holy Spirit mingled
among the kernels of ground wheat which we willingly sacrifice on the altar.

BLESSING OF THE PEOPLE

Peace  The Companion Bible suggests: The Hebrew
word conveys the idea of peace on the ground of perfection
of compensation or recompense. Hence connected with the
thought of rendering payment of vows or praises because
of peace enjoyed. Romans 5:1  Therefore being justified by faith we have peace with God. Psalms 66:13 
I will go into thy house with burnt offerings: I will pay thee
my vows."

The first blessing in Leviticus 9 seems to indicate the
partial benefit the world receives now. Ye are the salt of the
earth (Matthew 5:1). But the full blessing will come only
after all the sacrificing is complete. Moses with Aaron in
Leviticus 9 seems to show the law (pictured by Moses)
approves since justice is fully satisfied. This occurs only
after Aaron goes into the tabernacle (showing a change from
the sacrificing to the glorified condition) and comes out again.
In Leviticus 16:24 we see from Gods sight that after the
sacrificing, a change of garments from sacrifice to garments
of glory and beauty occurs. Specific blessing of the people in
the next age is not a part of the atonement work of the Gospel Age in His sight.

Wave  There is no instruction about how long Aaron
was to wave the breasts and right shoulder. Clearly, he was
to continue doing so until it was taken from him. So we also
must continue to wave the choicest portion of the peace
offering (or consecration vows) until it is removed from us.
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A BEAUTIFUL PICTURE

The majority of mankind may read the 9th and 16th chapter of Leviticus and come away with a very unlovely view.
Why did so many animals have to die? Why was it necessary
to splash blood on everything? Modern man calls it barbaric
and turns away. But thats not the way it appeared to Paul.
Writing in Hebrews he explains the symbolism:
And almost all things are by the law purged with blood;
and without shedding of blood is no remission. It was therefore necessary that the patterns of things in the heavens
should be purified with these; but the heavenly things themselves with better sacrifices than these. For Christ is not
entered into the holy places made with hands, which are the
figures of the true; but into heaven itself now to appear in
the presence of God for us (Hebrew 9:22-24).
Modern man would love the easy way out. No suffering,
no sacrifice, no death. But remission of sins  atonement
 comes only by the death of the perfect man Jesus. And
as a result he has passed into the real Most Holy, the presence of God, there to supervise the sacrifice of his body
members.
Christ is pictured in so many different places in the
Tabernacle. But that does not mean he is in everything.
We are there too:
For the bodies of those beasts whose blood is brought
into the sanctuary by the high priest for sin are burned without the camp. Wherefore Jesus also, that he might sanctify
the people with his own blood, suffered without the gate.
Let us go forth therefore without the camp, bearing his
reproach (Hebrews 13:11-13).
And which beasts had their blood brought into the sanctuary? Then shall he kill the goat of the sin offering that is
for the people and bring his blood within the veil and do
with that blood as he did with the blood of the bullock
(Leviticus 16:15).
The bullock represents our Lord. If he did not lay down
his life in sacrifice, there would never have been a goat to be
sacrificed. But his sacrifice has occurred and Paul tells us to
obey the picture and willingly accept the ignominy of the
way the sacrifice appeared to the world outside the camp.
It was a stench as these others gazed on the sacrifice. That
was the way they saw it with our Lord and that is the way
they see it with us.
The result of the sacrificing will be blessing. Hebrews
speaks about Jesus being the mediator of a new and better
covenant: But now hath he obtained a more excellent
ministry, by how much also he is the mediator of a better
covenant which was established upon better promises
(Hebrews 8:6).
We do not really have uncertainty respecting what this
new covenant is, when it applies, or how it will benefit those
who come in under it. For this is the covenant that I will
make with the house of Israel after those days, saith the
Lord; I will put my laws into their mind and write them in
their hearts: and I will be to them a God, and they shall be to
me a people. And they shall not teach every man his
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neighbour and every man his brother saying, Know the Lord:
for all shall know me from the least to the greatest. For I
will be merciful to their unrighteousness and their sins and
their iniquities will I remember no more (Hebrews
8:10-12).
Are Gods laws now being put into the minds of the house
of Israel? Is it true that now all know God from the least
unto the greatest? Of course not! Blindness still applies to
the house of Israel. I want you to understand this mystery,
brethren: a hardening has come upon part of Israel,
until the full number of the Gentiles come in (Romans
11:25, RSV).
The full number of the Gentiles has not yet come in, but
we are nearing the end of this Gospel Age. Soon the time
for sacrifice will be at an end and the blessings of the new
covenant will begin to flow to Israel and the entire world of
mankind as they come into conformity with kingdom
arrangements.
Our commission now is to lay down our lives in sacrifice
and help our brethren do the same. Phillips has beautifully
translated Hebrews 10:19-25 this way:
So, by virtue of the blood of Jesus, you and I, my brothers, may now have confidence to enter the Holy of Holies
by a fresh and living way, which he has opened up for us
by himself passing through the curtain, that is, his own
human nature.
Further, since we have a great high priest set over the
household of God, let us draw near with true hearts and
fullest confidence, knowing that our inmost souls have been
purified by the sprinkling of his blood just as our bodies are
cleansed by the washing of clean water. In this confidence
let us hold on to the hope that we profess without the slightest hesitation  for he is utterly dependable  and let us
think of one another and how we can encourage each other
to love and do good deeds.
Let us not hold aloof from our church meetings, as some
do. Let us do all we can to help one anothers faith, and this
the more earnestly as we see the final day drawing ever
nearer.
 Br. Michael Nekora
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